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4th October 2021 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

Popular family drama opens  
at The Little Theatre 
 
 
Leicester’s Little Theatre autumn–winter season continues on October 13th 
with one of the most performed plays by a female playwright.   
 

My Mother Said I Never Should by Charlotte Keatley was until recently the 
most performed play by a female playwright. It concerns the relationships 
between mothers and daughters, and explores the themes of independence, 
growing up and secrets. It addresses the issues of teenage pregnancy, career 
prioritisation and single motherhood. It is also about how the different 
generations break free from their parents' traditions and culture. 

The story explores the lives and relationships of four generations of women: 
Doris (born 1900), Margaret (born 1931), Jackie (born 1952) and Rosie (born 
1971). Their loves, expectations, and choices are set against the huge social 
changes of the twentieth century. When the unmarried Jackie falls pregnant 
with Rosie, she is unable to cope and hands over the baby to her mother 
(Margaret), who then brings up Rosie as her own daughter. The play looks at 
the consequences of this secret and each woman's opinion on it. 

From Director Nadine Beasley: “The story is not linear in its action and is all the 
stronger for that. It flits about in terms of time, which emphasises the 
emotional inheritance of the relationships, and illustrates the feelings of love 
and loss in a way that a play in a fixed chronological order cannot.” 
 
Playwright Charlotte Keatley says: “I think people in the north - women and 
men - are different. Women are much stronger, and bold, and say it how 
it is. There were very working-class women who were, in their own way, 
feminists or revolutionaries and changing things. So, I wanted to write 
about how brave people are and how we mother each generation and 
that’s what creates our society.  It’s a celebration of that as well.” 
 

My Mother Said I Never Should runs from Monday 18th to Saturday 23rd 
October at 7.30pm, with a matinee on Saturday October 23rd at 2.30pm. 
Tickets cost from £13.50, bookable online at thelittletheatre.co.uk. 

The Little Theatre is a COVID-secure venue, having received a ‘See It Safely’ 
award from the Society of West End Theatres in late 2020.  

Further information from Jeremy Thompson, Marketing Trustee (07973 
436654; md@troubador.co.uk) 
 


