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27th October 2021 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

Noël Coward classic at The Little… 
 
 
Private Lives opens on 8th November….   
 
Private Lives is a 1930s comedy of manners in three acts by Noël Coward, and 
one of his most loved plays. This cynical comment on love and marriage is one 
of Coward’s most brilliantly realized plays and is characterized by his 
trademark witty dialogue.  
 
Elyot Chase and his second wife, Sibyl, are honeymooning on the French 
Riviera when he discovers that his first wife, Amanda Prynne, and her second 
husband, Victor, have the room next to theirs. Elyot and Amanda’s attraction 
to each other is too strong to ignore; they run off to Paris together only to 
discover that their love is based on a mutual craving for violent arguments and 
physical brawls. 
 
The play’s second act love scene was nearly censored in Britain at the time as 
being too risqué. Coward also wrote one of his most popular songs, Some Day 
I'll Find You, for the play. 
 
This production at The Little Theatre was postponed from 2020 because of the 
pandemic, but is now being revived for the autumn. It features a lavish set 
design by Al Davis. 
 
Private Lives was written and first staged in 1930 at London’s Phoenix Theatre 
when Coward played Elyot alongside his friend Gertrude Lawrence as Amanda, 
with a young Laurence Olivier as Victor and Adrianne Allen, mother of Anna and 
Daniel Massey, as Sybil. It was an enormous success. 
 
 
Private Lives runs from Monday 8th to Saturday 13th November at 7.30pm, 
with a matinee on Saturday November 13th at 2.30pm. Tickets cost from 
£13.50, bookable online at thelittletheatre.co.uk. 

 

The Little Theatre is a COVID-secure venue, having received a ‘See It Safely’ 
award from the Society of West End Theatres in late 2020.  

Further information from Jeremy Thompson, Marketing Trustee (07973 
436654; md@troubador.co.uk) 
 


