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23 7654Editorial

Trustees

With the reopening of the theatre, there 
were some huge changes, most notably 
to the bar. Ken Huggett is one of those 
who has taken on some bar shifts. He 
kindly wrote a piece for Scene about the 
new bar experience.

The theatre bar lost some incredible people 
during COVID-19 due to staff redundancies –
friendly, professional, passionate about theatre 
and dedicated to making every audience 
member feel welcome. Bar volunteers have 
now come in to try to rebuild some of that 
atmosphere, camaraderie and fun, but we have 
impossible acts to follow.

We’ve gained the chance to build up theatre 
finances with much lower staff costs, and we’re 
offering a reduced range of higher margin 
drinks with lower storage and service costs too. 
This all bodes well for the long-term future of our 
house.

Personally, I’ve really enjoyed the challenge of 

greeting each customer or group individually 
and showing them to tables – we were operating 
in July with table-service only to reduce 
mingling of patrons (though from September 
things will return pretty much to normal as 
restrictions are eased); when customers throng 
in pre-show and at intervals it can be really fast-
paced. Greeting customers is a great chance 
to welcome people, thank them for coming to 
the show, and maybe ask a little of what their 
personal relationship with our theatre is.

Bar service is now essentially made up of three 
mini-shifts: pre-show, interval and after-show. 

A Happy Hour Indeed...!
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A selfie from Ken Huggett (centre) 
during a shift in the theatre bar... can 
you recognise his co-workers?!
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Emma Bamford

Editorial

How is it September already?!

It seems like it was five minutes ago that it was July and the 
beginning of the summer (even as someone without kids, 
I still see July-August as ‘the summer holiday period’, and 
probably will forever) and now we’re jumping headfirst into 
autumn and winter. Shorter days (yay?), colder weather (no 
change there, then) and the old favourite, hot chocolate in 
front of a roaring fire. If anyone actually does this, please let 
me know; I think I’ve been sold a myth.

But with the dawning of autumn comes our new season 
of shows, so that’s something to look forward to! Most of 
September itself is dark in the theatre, but that just means 
we’re preparing everything so that our new season can kick 
off without a hitch on 27th with Blue Stockings.

And while the theatre is ‘dark’ for patrons, it’s very much 
alive behind the scenes. Each Tuesday and Thursday 
evening has seen backstage teams active on stage, in the 
auditorium and in the workshop getting everything ready for 
the new season. The theatre office has been fully open, and 
planning continues for the 2022 Centenary year season. 
And rehearsals are already under way for autumn shows! If 
you’re interested in taking part in anything at all, then let us 
know: hello@thelittletheatre.co.uk

You’ll notice on a later page of Scene that we’re looking 
for submissions! Blog posts, essays, stories of your time at 
The Little … We want it all, and more! Scene has sometimes 
tended to be quite nostalgic, looking back on the glory 
days of the theatre. There’s a place for that, and it’s great 
that it happens. But now, let’s start looking towards the 
future. If you were a new member of The Little, what would 
you want to read about? What would interest you? We’re a 
magazine for members after all, so share your ideas with us!

Here’s to September!

Correction In the previous edition of Scene, the production 
images of Chariots of Fire were taken by Lewis Lennon. His names, 
unfortunately, was missing from the magazine. We’re rectifying 
that now, Lewis! Apologies.
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Delving into the Archives

Some interesting things have been 
unearthed in the Archives recently, and 
Alan Freckingham has kindly shared 
them with us at Scene.

HMS Pinafore, 1931
The image to the right is from a production 
of HMS Pinafore, performed at The Little 
in Spring 1931 by the Leicester Amateur 
Dramatic Society. It was the first known 
operatic (musical) production at The Little. 
Musical director John Henry Taylor was also 
the organist at St. John the Divine Church 
on South Albion Street (pictured), and all 
proceeds from the show were donated to the 
church’s organ fund. During the latter part of 
the twenty first century, the church was closed 
for worship and converted into flats. 

Programme Donations
Many thanks to Margaret Hudson, and the estate of the late Graham and 
Ruth Wildbore, for donating a collection of programmes, filling many gaps we 
have in our records. We hope to share some pictures in a future issue of Scene. 
Thanks must go to their daughters Judith and Allison, for thinking of the theatre.

Diamond Jubilee First Cover
As you may or may not know, in 2022 The Little will celebrate its centenary! The image 
below is the first day cover that was released to celebrate the theatre’s Diamond 
Jubilee on 28th April 1982. We can’t help but notice how much stamps have gone up 
since then!
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Members’ Notes

continued from page 1

Cleaning up and disinfecting tables between ‘shifts’ is best 
done as a team, and can be quick enough to leave ample 
time to chat to your fellow volunteers! It’s really fun, and 
every volunteer we have is an interesting person. I’ve had 
the honour of becoming better acquainted with people who 
have served our theatre for years in off-stage capacities, but 
I’d never met them before because I’m a poncey actor, out 
in the lights. Working the bar has been a great opportunity 
to bring together people who all love our theatre but may 
not have known each other otherwise.

Serving the drinks has been fun to learn. We use order forms 
on each table to help us track orders, but even so, one ends 
up carrying some orders in one’s mind and dashing about 
a bit. My brain just wasn’t used to this, and I’ve messed 
up orders here and there. Customers have been very kind 
when this happens, and patience and apologies solve a lot. 

Still, I’ve started to find neurons forming in my ‘bar-staff 
brain’ that mean maybe, just maybe, I’m starting to get the 
hang of it.

Come and join us!

 Season Tickets These are now available for the 
first half of the season, covering all six LDS shows from 
September through to February next year (the season 
brochure is available to view on our website: https://
bit.ly/2WvXVmq). A season ticket gives a 20% discount 
on the cost of seeing all six shows. Season tickets are a 
great way for patrons to see not only those plays that 
they know they like, but also to see plays they maybe 
wouldn’t otherwise go to see. For the theatre, season 
tickets form a large part of our regular income, so it 
is vital that we sell as many as possible, especially in 
these early post-Covid times. Once the first show (Blue 
Stockings) is upon us in September, then obviously we 
can no longer sell season tickets; so time is running out 
to take advantage while at the same time helping the 
theatre. To book season tickets, please call the Box 
Office (0116 255 1302).

 Private Lives Following auditions in August, the 
cast and crew for this show have now been finalised, 
as follows:

Cast
Caitlin Mottram, Jonathan Barnes, Tracey Holderness, 
Laurence Jackson and Jane Durant.

Crew
Director: John Ghent
Set Design: Al Davis
Costume Design: John Bale
Lighting Design: Jeremy Thompson

Sound Design: Andrew Northcote, assisted by Dave 
Morris
Stage Manager: Russell Hughes
DSM: Victoria Kirk
Properties: Lisa Thirlby.

 My Mother Said I Never Should After several 
excellent auditions, resulting in being able to cast three 
times over, director Nadine Beasley had to make the 
really tough descision of who would play the roles. The 
cast is as follows, with sincere apologies to those who 
didn’t make it (it certainly wasn’t due to any lack of 
talent – the theatre is lucky to have you all and I wish 
you good luck in trying for other plays):

Doris – Rachel Kitching
Margaret – Kate Peim
Jackie – Karen Stevens
Rosie – Rebecca Hughes

We still need a Stage Manager, sound, props and 
prompt, so please let us know if you are interested 
(email hello@thelittletheatre.co.uk).  We will also need 
dressers, if anyone wants to have a go – lots of quick 
changes. Its’ not a ‘fun’ play, but it is fun to do!

 Board of Trustees Copies of the Minutes of 
all 22 meetings (numbers 212 to 233) of the Board 
of Trustees in the Season / Financial Year 1 August 
2020–31 July 2021 are now available to read on the 
Members’ Website at Info & Archives/ Trustees.
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Emma Bamford

Scene Needs Your Help!

Scene is a magazine for 
members, but without the help of 
those members, we cannot exist!

So please get in contact with us if you have 
any of the following:

• Interesting stories about The Little 
(past or present!)

• Memories of shows you have 
been in (bonus points if this 
includes a photo!)

• Audition notices

• Cast lists for shows

• Behind the scenes pictures

• Feedback on Scene (good or 
bad, we’ll take it all!)

You can email us at hello@thelittletheatre.
co.uk or by post at 

Scene, The Little Theatre, Dover Street, 
Leicester, LE1 6PW

We really do look forward to hearing  
from you!
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Quiz time!

We’re starting a new regular feature in Scene 
with a quiz in each issue (answers published next 
month!). The questions could be theatre-related, 
musical-related or something similar… either way, 
there’s nothing to win, but you’ll at least get to 
prove to yourself how much you know!

Have fun!

1. Referred to by a nickname because 
of a superstition that saying its true 
title aloud is bad luck, this play by 
the Bard includes the famous lines: 
“Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.” 
Can you name it?

2. Name the play about a young black 
man, Paul, who showed up at the 
house of a white art dealer and his 
wife, and reported that he was a friend 
of their college-aged children? (There’s 
a game involving Kevin Bacon with a 
similar name.)

3. Which play, 
written by Edward 
Albee, is about 
a jaded married 
couple named 
George and 
Martha and a 
horrendous dinner 
party? It involves a 
lot of horror, pity, 
and alcohol.

4. This play takes its 
name from a Langston Hughes poem called, ‘Harlem: 
A Dream Deferred’. The original cast featured 
Sidney Poitier as a limousine-driving father of the 
impoverished but hopeful Young family. Can you 
name it?

5. Premièring at the 
Royal National 
Theatre in 
London in 1979, 
which play is 
a fictionalised 
version of the 
life of a famous 
composer? 

6. This 1938 Thornton Wilder play is a staple of high 
school theatre. Can you name this play, which 
focuses on the residents of Grover’s Corners, New 
Hampshire?

7. What is the name of the play about a relationship 
between a French diplomat and a Chinese opera 
singer? It was based on a Puccini opera of a similar 
name.

8. Can you name the slapstick-farce with a play-
within-a-play structure and a lot of scantily clad cast 
members? It premièred in London in 1983.

9. What is the name of the Sam Shepherd play about 
two grown brothers in Hollywood fighting over a 
screenplay?

10. What is the name of the Pulitzer-Prize winning play by 
David Mamet that portrays four desperate Chicago 
businessmen over two days?
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LDS 200 CLUB

Handbagged
Show dates: January 31 – February 6 2022       

Directed by Russell Hughes

Auditions will be held in the Heywood Studio for this comedy on:
Monday 25th and Wednesday 27th October, 7.30pm.

Handbags, hairspray and sensible shoes.  The reigning monarch, Elizabeth 
II; her most powerful subject, Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. One 
believed there was no such thing as society, the other had vowed to serve it. 
Handbagged explores the battle of wills between these two giants of the 20th 
century during Margaret Thatcher’s period in office in this funny and feisty play.

Cast
T  An Older Margaret Thatcher F 65+    
Q  An Older Queen Elizabeth F 65+
Mags  A Younger Margaret Thatcher F Late 40’s to mid 50’s
Liz  A Younger Queen Elizabeth F Late 40’s to mid 50’s
Actor 1  See below   M See below
Actor 2  See below   M See below

Actor 1 plays: A palace footman; Kenneth Kaunda; Nancy Regan; Enoch Powell; Michael Shea; Neil Kinnock; 
Kenneth Clarke and a protester.

Actor 2 plays: Denis Thatcher; Peter Carrington; Gerry Adams; Ronald Regan; Michael Heseltine; Arthur Scargill; 
Rupert Murdoch; Geoffrey Howe and Prince Philip.

Actors 1 and 2 must be versatile character actors as they play a variety of cameo roles throughout. Therefore 
while my ideal age range would be the same as Mags/Liz, I can be flexible to an extent. I’d like the accents to be 
as believable as we can get them for the majority of characters but for the women in particular. 

Rehearsals will begin w/c 6th December with performances from 31st Jan to 6 Feb 22.

If you would like to audition please get in touch by email at russell.hughes@thelittletheatre.co.uk to let me know 
which part(s) you are interested in and which audition you would like to attend.  If you have any questions then 
you can either email or phone me on 07922 979801.

If you are interested in reading then scripts are available to borrow on short term loan.  Please phone the box 
office between 10am and 4pm to arrange collection.  There are a limited number of scripts so please return 
borrowed copies in good time so I have enough for both the audition and rehearsal period.

Audition

1st prize - £250 Share Number - 22                   2nd prize - £100 Share Number - 136
3rd prize - £50 Share Number - 113




