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months’ notice period, but he has
already spent quite a bit of time
with us to begin to understand
some of the office procedures and
responsibilities.

So that left us with Arts Council
funding (see big news below!) for
a Manager until the end of June
but no Manager. We were very
fortunate that Mary Jayne
Harding Scott, who knows the
Theatre inside out and was
currently job hunting, was
happy to defer that hunt for a
couple of months and step in as
Temporary Theatre Manager. This meant that
Colin could dust off the pipe and slippers once
more. A win-win.

And finally the big news was that the Society has
once again been successful in a bid to the Arts
Council for funding. The bid team, lead by Jenny
Harding, who wrote the bid with contributions
from others, once again turned up trumps with the
Society being awarded £47,210 to fund activities
from the beginning of April until the end of June.
Fabulous news which helps us to secure the long
term future of the Society. • CH
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So, the big big big news this month is that we
have reopened!

Just after 7.30pm on Saturday 22 May 2021 the
house lights dimmed, the Stewards took their
seats, the audience settled back and - drum roll
please and hit the high hat - it was showtime!

The big big news this month is that, as some of
you already know, Daryl Whitehead, did not take
up her position as Theatre Manager in early May.
Just after Scene had gone to pixel, the Trustees
received an email from Daryl informing us that
she had very recently received some unfortunate
personal news which meant that she couldn’t, in
all good conscience, take up the position of
Theatre Manager. Whilst hugely disappointing, the
Trustees completely understood and were very
grateful that Daryl put the needs of the Society
and the Theatre above hers at this difficult time.
We all wish her the very best in the future.

And so we dusted off Plan B & firmed up Plan C.

We are now very pleased to welcome Graham
Muir as our new Theatre Manager. Graham has
been working in a senior position at The Phoenix
and we very much look forward to working with
him. He is to start officially on 12 July after his two

After 431 dark days our beloved Little Theatre re-opens!
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Theatre Manager (starts 12/7/21) Graham Muir

Leicester Drama Society Ltd Board of Trustees
(elected unless otherwise stated)

Chairman & Technical Trustee Andy Crooks

Treasurer Charles Moss

Company Secretary (Appointed) &
Co-opted Trustee Rob Thirlby

Honorary Secretary Mary Jones

Trustee for Productions John Ghent

Trustee for Facilities Martin Scott

Trustee for Front of House Frances Harris

Trustee for the Studio Russell Hughes

Marketing Trustee Jeremy Thompson

Trustee for Membership & Outreach Colin Hide

Trustee without specific
responsibility Simon Dickens

Other Board Attendees
Development Prog' Director Jenny Harding

The Little Theatre
Dover Street
Leicester. LE1 6PW.

t: Leicester (0116) 254 2266
e: hello@thelittletheatre.co.uk

Contributions to Scene are invited. Our
deadline is a week before the end of each
month - but if you have a story let us know
before then to guarantee that we reserve
space for you.

Contact us via email using the email above.

All photos in each edition of Scene are by the
fabulous Sally Evans, unless otherwise stated.
If members use any images of Little Theatre
productions in any social media post please
give a photo credit to the person who took the
photo. In most cases, for production photos,
this will be Sally Evans.

Emma & Colin
Editorial

Our forthcoming shows

It’s been exactly two years since Emma and I started Co-editing
Scene. Between us we have produced 24 editions of the Newsletter.

I’m particularly proud of the fact that we kept publishing throughout
the 400+ days of our closure; it’s a challenge producing content
when you literally have nothing to review. But we did it. Admittedly
though, some of the editions were a little thin!

So, we are both super excited that we have a show to review, photos
to share and as a special treat - bonus back stage images.

Emma has written a fabulous article introducing Leicester’s old
theatres and a website for those interested in reading more. There is
a Facebook group, too, that I know some of you are members of
already.

Fran Harris introduced us to the concept of chickens on stage in last
month’s edition and looking at an old show poster for The Pavilion
Theatre - one of the theatres featured in Emma's article - there is an
act billed as "HORACE BARBER. Heavyweight Champion of the
Midlands, will appear in a Screaming Sketch. Three Rounds with a
Chicken." Was it an actual chicken? Or an understandably nervous
opponent? Let’s see what Google can tell us for the next edition.

Finally, as you will already have noticed we have had a design
refresh. It’s a simple enough process; you Google like crazy for
ideas and watch endless YouTube videos on magazine design, all of
which seem to feature ideas for a new graphic design magazine that
is strong on design and low on page content. So not particularly
helpful! Still, we managed to cobble something together.

Enjoy the issue.
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What do The Little Theatre, De Montfort Hall and The Y Theatre
have in common?

If you answered with, “they’re all theatres”, give yourself a pat on the back.

If you answered with, “they’re all Leicester theatres”, give yourself a prize.

And if you answered with, “they’re the three oldest theatres in
Leicester that are currently still open”, you win something
amazing. You can decide what that is for yourselves.

David Garratt runs the Leicester’s Old Theatres' Facebook group
and wrote all the content of the Leicester Theatre & Halls pages
on www.arthurlloyd.co.uk. - A Music Hall and Theatre History
Site Dedicated to Arthur Lloyd, 1839 - 1904. The site is run by
Matthew Lloyd. From just a brief glance through both David
and Matthew's pages, it’s clear that Leicester has an
astoundingly rich theatre background. From the list of 28
theatres and halls listed on the website, only 6 are still open –
The Little Theatre, The Y Theatre (formerly the Association Hall / the
Playhouse), Curve, De Montfort Hall, Athena (formerly the Odeon cinema) and the
Phoenix. That’s 22 theatres or halls that have closed in Leicester over the years.

Here’s a quick run-through just of some of those now-extinct venues:

The Palace Theatre of Varieties

(Belgrave Gate)

In 1912, a famous production called ‘Mexico’ was being held at the theatre and a
notable scene involved the bursting of a dam in the Mexican mountains. The week
before the show opened, workmen were working on the platform holding one of the
2,500 gallon water tanks 20 feet up at the back of the stage, when the platform
suddenly gave way. The tanks tipped forwards and sent their contents rushing across
the stage and into the orchestra pit almost drowning the orchestra and the audience in
the first row of the stalls. The act on stage, Fred Durant and his brother, calmed the
crowded house. The orchestra were sent home to dry out as were the front row of the
audience, and the performance continued with conductor Mr. Lowe playing the piano
on stage. A team of 60 men were employed to clean up the mess and ensure ‘Mexico’
could open on time the next week.

The Royal Opera House (Silver Street)

In 1932, a visiting production of ‘White Horse Inn’ direct from the London Coliseum
arrived in Leicester by special train on 4th December. There were 12 large scene trucks
containing 100 tons of scenery, and a portable revolving stage. The cast and company
totalled 175 persons, together with birds and animals. The Tyrolean set was built out
into the auditorium in front of the stage boxes, and a feature of the production was a
steamer trip on the lake. The steamer was on the revolving stage, and as it revolved
around the scenery went past, thus giving the impression of the steamer travelling. It
took several days to fit the whole production into the Theatre, and the production ran
for three weeks.

Image

Screenshot of Leicester's Old Theatre

Facebook homepage.

Emma Bamford
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Happiness Was Spread….
Jeremy Thompson

Saturday 22nd May saw the long-awaited opening of the Theatre to
the public for the first show staged since ‘Blue Stockings’ closed in
March 2020. Originally conceived, organised and directed by John
Ghent as ‘We Need a ‘Little’ Christmas’, the show then went through
various iterations as the government’s COVID rules altered over the
months. From a Christmas show it became a New Year show, then a
Spring show and, finally, an early summer show! John barely had the
line-up set and the rules changed, meaning he actually organised the show three
times! There’s dedication.

Throughout that period, nearly all of the performers stuck with the show, though the
programme of songs changed a fair bit as the seasons came and went… no-one
wants to be singing Christmas Carols in May! The logistics of staging a show with
social-distancing on stage complicated things enormously, meaning that there were
only two rehearsals in total, both really for the technical production team to get cues
and sound/lights set. Yet despite the complications - and limitations - that
this imposed upon the cast and crew, the resulting show was hailed as a
triumph by audiences.

For all concerned, though, the experience was unlike any other that they’d
had at the Theatre. With cast and crew in face masks all the time, apart
from when performing on stage, and all having to maintain at least a two
metre distance from one another (including when on stage), it was a
strangely ‘individual’ experience that lacked a bit of that ‘company’ spirit that we all
get from being involved in the Theatre. Don’t misunderstand, there was plenty of
banter on the backstage headsets, and the cast were up to their usual shenanigans in
the dressing rooms (which had to stretch from the dressing rooms themselves to
various perches at the side of the stage and even on stage behind the starcloth); but
there was little opportunity for the company to mix together, as everyone had to leave
the building as soon as the show had finished.

Speaking to performers and crew alike, the overwhelming feeling was one
of relief to be back working in the Theatre, and this was widely reflected on
social media. While the constraints imposed by COVID became quite
annoying at times, everyone involved found a way to make it work while
sticking to the rules. Doubtless the Trustees will be reviewing what did and
did not work with the new rules that we currently have to work with, but
from a production viewpoint, it was an undoubted success.

And perhaps most importantly, our audience were clearly pleased to be back!
Roll on ‘Class’ in June…!



We really enjoyed the show and it was great to be
back in the Little Theatre.

Many thanks to all the singers who did a really
good job. Also, thanks to all the staff who did so much to make
everyone feel safe. We certainly wouldn't hesitate to use the Little
Theatre again in these uncertain times.

It was a delight having a safe, well organised, safe theatre
experience again. A huge Thank you to performers and all staff &
volunteers for a great evening.

Well done everyone - Backstage, On stage and Front
of House. I thoroughly enjoyed every minute. Many,
many thanks for keeping the dream alive.
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Spread a ‘Little’ Happiness - A Review
Lynette Watson

Echoing the Theatre’s name in its title, ‘Spread a ‘Little’ Happiness’ was the opening
production at Leicester’s Little Theatre. It certainly achieved that as the anticipation and
expectancy of the delighted ‘socially distanced’ audience was palpable as they took
their seats to attend a live show away from the television, Zoom and the screens of
social media.

The Theatre has undergone a total refurbishment during the dark months of lockdown
and having met all the government Covid guidelines, including a clean
air filter system has been given the prestigious ‘See It Safely’ mark
awarded by the Society of West End Theatres.

Billed as ‘an evening of music to lighten the heart on our return to the
theatre’ the ten strong cast took the audience on a whistle stop tour of
numbers from musicals and other popular songs, with The 2 of

Diamonds, an instrumental duo thrown into the mix, plus the guest appearance of the
Sienna Acoustic guitar team who entertained throughout the interval.

David Lovell was suave and genial as the host and his version of ‘I’ve got a (covid) List’
proved very apt; all the performers belted out the songs with confidence matching each
other in the strength of their vocals, certainly an array of powerful performances.

A highlight of the second half was Tracy Holderness’s delivery of ‘I’ll Be Here’ from the
musical Ordinary Days, sung with true poignancy; another being the
personality and rapport with the audience from Stuart Bryan, reminiscent of
a young Alfie Boe!

The cast had rehearsed privately at home and with only two short rehearsals
hit the boards with a slick and uplifting performance, ending the show with
‘Always Look on the Bright Side’ from Monty Python and once again the
message is in the title.

And our audience said:-

Images on Pages 4 & 5

The cast of the show & all taken by Dave Morris

Review

Lynette's review appeared in print in the Leicester Mercury

and in pixel on their website.
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The Living Theatre in the old St. Nicholas School Rooms

(Holy Bones and Great Central Street)

In 1960 when Leicester had lost all its professional Theatres, due to property
developer's demolitions, the City Council and the Theatre Committee helped a group
of actors set up The Living Theatre. The Theatre had an open-end stage. The walls of
the auditorium were painted black to enable the audience to concentrate on the stage
area, and it sat 200 people. The company of actors pooled their savings in order to set
up the Living Theatre, led by Bill Hays, Derrick Goodwin and Brian Grellis, with Jill
Gascoine, Kenneth Colley, Peter Blythe, and Ken Loach in the company. The opening
production was 'Trials' by Christopher Logue.

The Floral Hall

(Belgrave Gate and Mansfield Street)

In May 1876, a new limited liability company was
registered for The Leicester Floral Hall Skating Rink
Company. A report taken from the original
prospectus, dated September 27th 1876, states:
“This building, which is being roofed in and will
shortly be completed, will not only form the largest
covered rink in the country, but will also be one of
the finest buildings for concerts, etc, outside
London. The area will be 20,000 square feet, or
nearly half an acre, surmounted by a glazed roof,
capable of holding 10,000 persons. Surrounded by
balconies varying from 12 feet to 36 feet in depth,
the end balcony 36 feet deep and 80 feet long,
forming a picture gallery and refreshment buffet.”

The Pavilion Theatre

(Belgrave Gate and Wilton Street)

Along with Harry Houdini, another act to appear at the “Pav” was a strongman called
Samson. He had a large iron bar on stage and would invite men from the audience to
lift it, which they could not. After several volunteers had tried, he would choose one last
volunteer, who would stand facing the audience with one foot either side of the bar
and try to lift it. Samson would lift the bar from behind him to great peals of laughter
as the volunteer really thought he had managed to lift the bar himself. Samson also
bent steel bars and would hang upside down and pick up a piano in his teeth.

The Temperance Hall (Granby Street)

The Temperance Hall was built by Thomas Cook, the father of Tourism. He was a strict
Baptist and member of the Temperance movement. The Hall presented varied
entertainment of concerts, gipsy choirs, bioscope shows (the early cinema), diorama's,
band and orchestral concerts. The list of performers was impressive: Charles Dickens
appeared there, giving readings from his works; Professor Pepper demonstrated his
famous 'patented' 'Pepper's Ghost' illusion, and P.T. Barnum also gave a lecture there
on a Monday evening in February 1859.

So, there we have it! Of course, the list isn’t extensive and there are bound to be some
impressive facts that I’ve missed along the way, but you are more than welcome to
look up David Garratt’s Facebook group or Matthew Loyds website if you want to
know more!

continued from Page 3

Image

Cast details from a programme of a

performance at the Foral Hall.

By kind permission of David Garratt.
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Katy Weaver
Precious Bane
Saturday 5 June @ 2.30pm

A public reading of an adaptation of the novel by Mary Webb, first
performed in the Little Theatre bar in January 2020 and now to be
presented on the main stage.

Precious Bane tells the story of Prue
Sarn, who, afflicted with a harelip
during the early 1800s, is often
shunned and misunderstood by the
rural Shropshire community in
which she lives.

Featuring a cast of fourteen,
playing multiple characters, it is
a fun mixture of love and
hatred, birth and death,
witchcraft, murder and the
opposing powers of good and evil.

Tickets are free but please contact the Box Office to register your
interest so we can maintain social distancing. This will be a
fundraising event so all donations will be hugely appreciated.

Please spread the word and come and give your support!

Brian Page

We were both extremely sorry to learn about Brian
Page who sadly passed away on 21st April 2021.
He was an avid supporter of the Leicester Drama
Society and was a main force behind all its various
fundraising activities
including the many
raffles over the years.

Being a successful
business man, he was
always willing to offer
help and advice
whenever asked and
was tremendously
supportive of his wife
Jenny. Although he never actually ‘trod the
boards’ in Dover Street, he did consent to making
a guest appearance in the theatre’s production of
‘Far from the Madding Crowd’ at the Minack
Theatre in Cornwall.

Our thoughts are with Jenny and family at this sad
time, Brian will be greatly missed. • Jim
O’Donoghue & Alan Freckingham

Spread a ‘Little’ Happiness - Backstage Photos

Images

All images by Siobhan Ball except above by

Samantha Engler-Hobson.



The Office has begun a follow up email to
those people who have attended a show. Sent just
after the show had finished, the email invites
comment and feedback on the show and the
experience during time with us in the Theatre. It
also includes information about forthcoming
shows and links to book tickets. Feedback from
customers is gold dust and already it’s proved
useful in improving processes.

Our annual 200 Club continues to prove
popular with many original share holders
choosing to repurchase their shares for another
year - thank you to all who did. New members
have purchased shares, too, which is great - but
we still have a few shares left. If you join in June
then shares will be £55 each for entry into each
of the monthly draws for the remaining 11
months. If you would like to join the Club please
contact the Office.

Staffing the bar with volunteers during our first
show seemed to work well enough. Certainly there
are areas to improve for next time but on the
whole we have proved the concept of a bar run by
volunteers is feasible. The bar and ice-cream sale
over the five nights totalled £900+, the profits
from which can be used to support our work.
Huge thanks to all who worked on the bar. And if
you would like to become a member of the bar
crew please contact the office.

Notes from the Office

With the recruitment of a Temporary Theatre
Manager – Mary Jayne Harding Scott – the
Theatre office opening hours have been extended
from 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday. Box Office
opening hours have also been extended from
10am – 5pm Monday to Friday. The regular
members of the Box Office volunteer crew have
returned along with some new faces to provide a
first point of contact for those booking tickets over
the ‘phone.

The Society has been successful in its bid for an
Additional Restriction Grant from the Business
Development & Diversification Fund. The Society’s
Treasurer, Charles Moss, submitted the application
and we were awarded a total of £2,213.71. This
will be used to provide additional Square EPOS
units for the bar and Front of House, a dedicated
fogger for the rehearsal rooms and to improve the
functionality of the screens in the upper and lower
foyers. This will enable us to produce and then
broadcast content via a wi-fi connection, rather
than having to burn CD’s which are then inserted
into each of the screens. Huge thanks to Tim
Neville for his super quick work on the install.

In person rehearsals have restarted, both the
Directors of forthcoming plays Simon Dickens
(Class) and Mary Jones (Chariots of Fire) are back
in No 52. The rehearsal rooms are having extra
cleaning between each rehearsal.

Jackie Caunt has been having a ring round to
those members whose membership has just
recently lapsed with an invite for them to re-join.
Many have appreciated the call to remind them.

The Theatre telephone system is being replaced
on Tuesday 1 June. Whilst we are assured that
downtime will be a minimum and the install is
simple enough there is bound to be some
disruption for which we apologise in advance. The
Theatre’s IT team will be available throughout the
install period to field any issues from our side
during the install. If you need to contact the Office
urgently and can’t get through on the ‘phone
please email hello@thelittletheatre.co.uk with a
contact number and we’ll call you back. We will
be monitoring the inbox continuously until the
‘phones are fixed.
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Trustees

CLUB
200

LDS

1st prize - £250

Share Number - 90

2nd prize - £100

Share Number

3rd prize - £50

Share Number - 55

May Winners


